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30 October 2013
Dearsics
il Meadow, Parsonage Lane, Kingston St Mary

You have asked me to carfy the lanning positon wih regardto the lodges gained under various
permisions at the above address. | have summarised the three main permission (35 amended
following succestul planning appeats) nthetable below.

Original permission (TOBC | Replacement permission (T0BC ref) Stepian

ret)

202005705 (e unis) /20057037 (amending_condton 5 of [ A
20/2008/05)

2072005722 (hineen units) | 20/2005/038 {amendig condiion & of | &
20/2008/22)

0720067026 (wo unis] | 20/2006/039 {amending conditon 3 of | €
20/2006/026)

There ae atotal oftwenty unts tha have been approvedfor tourism use. The orginal permisions
had a restrictive condion atached to them that sated the following:

“The occupation of the holday occommodation shal be restrcted to bona fide holidayimakers for
indiidual periods ot exceeding 4 weelks i totol in any period of 12 weeks. A registe of hlldey
makers shol be kept and made avollbl fo nspection by on outhorised ofcr f the Councl at il
reasonabie times”

This condition has been superseded by replacement conditions imposed by a Planning Inspector in
espect of the appiations dentfied i the second column above. Each indidusl 3ppiation sought
1o amend the wording of a ramed condition of the corresponding application dentfied inthe first
column.  For example, applcation reference 20/2006/039 scught to amend the condition 3 of
applicaton reference 20/2006/026.
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“The chalets shall be occupied for tourism purposes only and shall not be occupied as a person’s sole
or main residence. The site operator and owners shall maintain an up to date register of the names of
all owners/occupiers, including their guests, of individual chalets on the site and of their main home

addresses, and shall make this information available at all reasonable times to the local planning
authority”

The Good Practice Guide defines tourism in paragraphs 1.4 and 1.5 as follows;

“Tourism is defined by the World Tourism Organisation (WTO) as comprising the activities of persons
travelling to and staying in places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive
year for leisure, business and other purposes. The WTO further explains that “Tourism” refers to all
activities of visitors including both “tourists (overnight visitors)” and “same-day visitors”. This
definition has been adopted by the UK Government and the WTO definition of tourism is therefore used
for the purposes of this guide.

At the same time, this guide recognises that tourism is extremely diverse. This definition can include
travel and visits for business, professional and domestic purposes as well as for holidays and recreation.
But those distinctions are not always clear cut; sometimes more than one purpose is involved. For
example, business conferences and sales events, music festivals, professional and academic meetings,
all of which can attract both national and international audiences, often combine an element of
tourism with their more specific purposes. Such events are an important and expanding aspect of the
tourist industry. Tourism includes not only the annual family holiday but also a wide range of shorter
visits, weekend breaks and day trips. It is essential that planners recognise this diversity when
preparing development plans and in taking planning decisions”. .

The conditions (as amended) attached to each permission need to be read in the context of the Good
Practice Guide definition of Tourism. In summary, the definition and hence the condition is permissive
and allows a variety of types of occupation, providing that the units are not used as a person’s sole or
main residence and that they are not occupied for more than one year consecutively. The Inspector
notes, in paragraph 7 of his decision letter that part of the reasoning to allow the appeals and impose
a more flexible condition is to be more attractive to the second homes market. The new condition
includes flexibility to allow purchase of the units as second homes.




